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the lay and medical papers and was a fearless writer. An
.article appeared in your columns last year summarising Dr.
Bakewell’s report on a series of people undergoing a

"fasting cure" at Wanganui. Dr. Bakewell’s death leaves
a, distinct gap in this colony.
March lst.

Obituary.
CHARLES COATES, M.D. ABERD., F.R.C.P. LOND. AND

EDIN., M.R.C.S. ENG.,
CONSULTING PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL UNITED HOSPITAL, BATH.

BY the death of Dr. Charles Coates, which occurred on
March 23rd at his residence, 10, Circus, Bath, a house in
which he had lived for over 50 years, Bath loses her oldest

physician. Dr. Coates, who was in his eighty-fourth year,
had retired from practice for about ten years. He was the
son of the late Mr. W. H. Coates and qualified M.R.C.S. Eng.
in 1851. He then spent some time as clinical assistant at
Brompton Hospital for Consumption. In 1857 he graduated
M.D. of the University of Aberdeen and in the same year
was admitted a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of
Edinburgh. In 1873 he was admitted a Fellow of the
Royal College of Physicians of London. After graduating
at Aberdeen Dr. Coates settled in Bath where he soon
made his mark. Early in his career he was elected phy-
sician to the Royal Mineral Water Hospital and also to the
Royal United Hospital, and on resigning the latter post in
1882 he was elected honorary consulting physician. He was
also honorary physician to the School for Daughters of
Officers of the Army. In his time Dr. Coates had the most
extensive practice of any medical man in Bath and the

heighbourhood. He was an eminently sound and practical
physician of the old school, one who treated the patient
rather than the disease. He was well read and highly
cultured but very modest and retiring in his disposition.
Possessing ample means he was extremely generous, and in
1899 he gave &pound;1000 to the Bath Bluecoat School, which was
then in sore need. Some two years ago he gave a similar
sum to the Royal College of Physicians of London to be
expended in hospitality by the College.
The funeral was held at Lansdowne Cemetery on

March 26th, the arrangements, in accordance with Dr.
Coates’s express wishes, being of as simple a nature as possible.
Besides his purely professional appointments Dr. Coates was
a trustee of Partis College and also a trustee of the Holburne
Museum. By special request of Dr. Coates no detailed

obituary notice of his life was to appear in any public paper,
professional or lay. 

-

CHARLES ERNEST BAKER, B.A., M.B., B.C.,
D.P.H. CANTAB., F.R.C.S. ENG.

ON March 28th Mr. Charles Ernest Baker passed away
quite suddenly at his residence in Gledhow-gardens, South
Kensington. He appeared to be in good health except
for the fact that he had been troubled with sleeplessness.
He was averse to taking drugs to relieve the trouble, but on
Saturday night decided to take a small dose of veronal. He
was found unconscious iri the morning, and in spite of the
unremitting care and sustained efforts of his medical friends
passed away after a few hours without regaining conscious-
ness. An inquest was held and a verdict returned of &deg; &deg; Death
by misadventure," but as the published reports of the inquest
give the impression that he was in the habit of taking drugs
to induce sleep it is well to state that he had never done so
previously except under medical advice, and that his tragic
end must be ascribed to some idiosyncrasy on his part with
regard to this particular drug. He was educated at Hailey-
bury and at Trinity College, Cambridge. At Cambridge
he took first-class honours in the natural science tripos
and also the M.B. and B.C. degrees and subsequently the
D.P.H. He proceeded to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, where
he was a most successful student and where he served as house
surgeon. He afterwards held the offices of house surgeon
to the Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, resident medical offle3r
to the Royal Free Hospital, and house surgeon to the East
London Hospital for Children. He was admitted to the

Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons of England in
1893.

Mr. Baker possessed abilities of a high order, and was
from the commencement until the end of his career a

very earnest student of his work, while his character and
disposition were such that he endeared himself greatly to
those with whom he was brought in contact. He was a man
of very high principles, both in his private and professional

life, but so quiet and reserved by nature that only his inti-
mate acquaintances were able to know the real man and
realise how high were his ideals. The news of his death at
the early age of 44 years will be received with profound
regret by his brethren in the profession, who recognised his
probity, admired his ability, and held his sterling qualities
in high esteem. He leaves a widow and two daughters to
mourn their loss. 

____

AUGUSTUS HENRY COLLET, M.R.C.S.ENG., L.S.A.

QUITE unexpectedly Worthing lost one of its best-known
medical practitioners on March 29th. It was only known by
a comparatively few that Mr. A. H. Collet was very unwell ;
in fact, only three days prior to his death he was able to see
some patients at his surgery. But an attack of influenza
ended in pneumonia which resulted fatally in a few hours.
Augustus Henry Collet, who was born in 1845 and was thus
64 years of age, took the B.A. degree at Cambridge
at the age of 20 years, and proceeding to study medi-
cine at Guy’s Hospital qualified M.R.C.S. Eng. and L.S.A.
in 1869, four years later. He eventually succeeded
to the practice founded by his father at Worthing,
and actively identified himself with all local movements.
In connexion with the Worthing Hospital Mr. Collet’s
death will be severely felt, for his association with this
institution dates back to 1871, when he was elected on the
honorary medical staff. In 1887 he became senior medical
officer, which post he held until his death, while only
quite recently he was elected chairman of the management
committee. In addition to an extensive private practice
Mr. Collet was also medical officer to various local friendly
societies. 

____

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.&mdash;The
deaths of the following eminent foreign medical men are
announced :-Dr. v. Mangoldt, one of the most eminent
surgeons of Dresden. He had been assistant to Professor
Thiersch of Leipsic. His death occurred quite suddenly from
cardiac trouble; he was only 50 years of age.-Dr. Carl
Driver of Reiboldsgrun, a well-known advocate of physical
and dietetic treatment of phthisis.-Dr. Thaddeus A. Reamy,
formerly professor of gynaecology in Cincinnati.-Dr. Ludwig
von Thanhoffer, professor of anatomy in Budapest.-Dr.
Barette, professor of clinical surgery in the Caen Medical
School.-Dr. Speransky, privat-docent of dermatology in
Moscow.-Dr. Vlayeff, privat-docent of medicine in the

Military Medical Academy, St. Petersburg.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON AND

SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-At the First Professional Exami-
nation of the Conjoint Examining Board held on March 29th,
30th, and 31st, and April lst, 2nd, and 3rd, 1909, the

following gentlemen were approved in the subjects indicated
below:-

Chenvistry and Physics.&mdash;Claude Hamilton Blair Avarne, London
Hospital; Maurice Holdsworth Barton, University College; Gordon
Robert Craig, Polytechnic Institute; Richard William Davies, St.
Mary’s Hospital; Murray Dudley Evans, London Hospital; Rae
Haydn Gaverick, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Owen Hairsine,
Birkbeck College; Thomas Watson Hancock, London Hospital;
Newton Hoffmeister. Middlesex Hospital; Eric Llewelyn Ivens,
London Hospital; John Wallace Kemp, Guy’s Hospital; Tom
Ramsden Kenworthy, Leeds University; Hugo Holger August
Kleberg, Polytechnic Institute; William Kellock McKay, Guy’s
Hospital; Richard Turner Macrae, London Hospital; Douglas
Duncan Malpas, Middlesex Hospital; Benjamin Robert Mayman,
King’s College; Arthur Daniel Morris, University College, Cardiff ;
Harold Parker, Leeds University; William Percivall Penhale,
Middlesex Hospital; George Stanley Phillips, University College,
Cardiff ; Sydney William Gardiner Ratcliff, Birkbeck College;
George Marsden Roberts, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Granville
Douglas Robertson, St. Mary’s Hospital; Harold Arthur Rowell,
St. Thomas’s Hospital; Charles Tolmie Tresidder, St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital; Lawrence Edmund van Geyzel, St. Mary’s Hospital;
Vernon Charles Whitley Vickers, Cambridge University


